
2009 Alternatives 
Research Grant Program

The mission of the Alternatives Research & Development Foundation (ARDF) is to fund and promote the development, 
validation, and adoption of non-animal methods in biomedical research, product testing, and education.

Grant Application Guidelines
PART I – General Information
The deadline for submission of proposals is April 30, 2009.  Recipients will be informed by Thursday, July 16, 2009.  Funds 
will be distributed by August 1, 2009. 

Maximum funding available is $40,000.

Preferential consideration will be given to proposals that:
•  Utilize human rather than non-human vertebrate tissue
•  Are from individuals associated with U.S. institutions or organizations
•  Address the goals of the National Academy of Sciences 2007 report: Toxicity Testing in the Twenty-first Century: A Vision 
   and A Strategy

Grants from the Foundation are made only to individuals affiliated with a non-profit, tax-exempt, institution, organization, or 
foreign equivalent. 

Please make sure you read and understand the following:
Proposals are judged primarily on the basis of:
•  The extent to which the project will significantly reduce or replace laboratory animals
•  Scientific merit and feasibility

Proposals will NOT be considered if the project:
•  Uses intact, non-human vertebrate or invertebrate animals
•  Uses monoclonal antibodies produced by in vivo methods
Source and production method for all antibodies must be clearly identified in the proposal.

In addition, ARDF strongly discourages the use of serum or medium supplements obtained from non-human vertebrates, 
e.g. FBS, and expects investigators to explain how such products, if currently used, might be phased out in initial stages 
of the project.
Type and source of all culture supplements must be clearly identified in the proposal.

PART II – Application Requirements
* PLEASE NOTE:  The primary grant application should be no more than fifteen (15) pages, including the ARDF 
Alternatives Research Grant Program Application Form.  

Send five (5) copies of the primary grant application and supplemental material.

Primary Grant Application (five copies)—required information   

1. An abstract (not to exceed 200 words) that describes the proposed research project and includes an explanation of how 
the work will contribute to reducing or replacing current uses of laboratory animals in biomedical research, product safety 
testing, or educational demonstrations.

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=11970#toc


2. A proposal that presents a clear research plan and includes sections on: Materials and Methods, Expected Results, and 
a list of relevant References.  Your proposal must clearly identify the source and production method for all antibodies as 
well as the type and source of all culture supplements. 
 
3. A description of how the proposed research will lead to a significant reduction or replacement of laboratory animals.
 
4. A detailed budget and justification for equipment and supplies.  
Notes on the budget: 
•  Funding is for one year.  If justified, additional years may be considered following satisfactory progress reports.
•  Grants from ARDF may not be used for the principal investigator’s salary or salary supplements, fringe benefits, or travel. 
•  Salary and fringe benefits for technicians, graduate students, and related personnel are permitted.
•  The Foundation is able to provide a maximum of 10% for indirect costs.  Applicants are encouraged to request an 
   indirect cost waiver from their institutions.  If this is not possible, indirect costs must be justified in the budget and 
   assurances provided that funds will not support programs contrary to ARDF’s mission to replace and reduce animal-
   based research methods.
•  The total of direct and indirect costs may not exceed $40,000.

5. A description of additional sources of funding for the project currently available or applied for.  Also supply information 
about previous grant support in this project area during the past two years.
 
6. A curriculum vitae for the principal investigator. 

Suplemental Material (five copies) – if applicable 
1. Previous publications which directly support your current grant application.

2. Curriculum vitae (one page each) for up to three personnel involved other than the PI.

Conditions of Funding:
Projects may be submitted without prior approval of the appropriate institutional review entity. Successful applications must 
have such approval, however, before funds can be disbursed.

Applicants must state their intention if patents, copyrights, or intellectual property rights are expected to be secured from 
work sponsored by the ARDF, in which case ARDF expects to retain an interest, financial and otherwise, in the work 
product. The extent of the interest is negotiable.

ARDF expects the submission of at least one abstract during the granting period and encourages publication. 
Any publications or presentations must mention the “Alternatives Research & Development Foundation” in the 
acknowledgments, with copies sent to ARDF.

A brief, informal progress report is due on May 1, 2010.  A final report, including financial accounting, is due upon 
completion of the project, expected by September 1, 2010.  If funds are not used, ARDF must approve an extension or a 
refund must be issued. 

Tips for a Successful Proposal:
Your proposal will meet the goals of the ARDF Alternatives Grant Program if it directly answers the following questions:

How does the project significantly reduce or replace laboratory animals?

How does the proposal demonstrate practicality in terms of reducing or replacing the use of animals, not on a theoretical 
basis to be explored, but to be applied in the near future?

How does the project demonstrate innovation in replacing or reducing animal use in areas not successfully addressed 
thus far?

To which other areas of laboratory animal use in biomedical research, education or toxicology would the project be 
applicable?



PART III – Application Submission
Grant proposals should be sent to the address below via the U.S. Postal Service, Federal Express, UPS, or similar carrier, 
postmarked no later than April 30, 2009.  Please do not send proposals via fax or electronic submission.

Alternatives Research & Development Foundation
Alternatives Research Grant Program

801 Old York Rd., # 316
Jenkintown, PA 19046 USA

Tel: (215)887-8076  •  Fax: (215)887-0771
www.ardf-online.org  •  grants09@ardf-online.org

Supporting Non-Animal Methods in Research, Testing and Education



2009
ALTERNATIVES

RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM
APPLICATION

TITLE OF APPLICATION

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR / PROJECT  DIRECTOR

POSITION / TITLE

NAME (Last, First, Middle)

MAILING ADDRESS  (Street, City, State, Zip)

DEPARTMENT, SERVICE, LABORATORY, EQUIVALENT

  ENOHPELETSSERDDALIAM-E (Area code, Number & Extension)

DATES OF PROPOSED PROJECT PERIOD TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED

From: To:                                                                              (direct + indirect costs; may not exceed $40,000)

PERFORMANCE SITES  (If different from above) APPLICANT ORGANIZATION  (Name, Address)

WHOM TO NOTIFY IF AN AWARD IS MADE  (Name, Title, Address & Telephone Number)

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR / PROJECT  DIRECTOR ASSURANCE:  I agree to accept responsibility for the scientific conduct of the
project and to provide the required progress reports if a grant is awarded as a result of this application.

CERTIFICATION AND ACCEPTANCE:  I certify that the statements herein are true and complete to the best of my knowledge; and 
accept the obligation to comply with ARDF terms and conditions if a grant is awarded as the result of this application.

ETADTNACILPPA FO ERUTANGIS


